CHAPTER I

THE EARLY YEARS

The state of Europe - Wolsey*s birth and upbringing - his
character and environment - early life at Court - his posi-
tion at Henry VII's death - life at the Court of the new
King.

THERE is no century in European history which
opened so unpromisingly and closed amid such a
teeming wealth of promise as the fifteenth. Per-
haps the nineteenth century saw a greater change
in the outward face of things - invention, scientific
discovery3 and industrial revolt-and the six-
teenth endured a larger number of earthquakes;
but outward changes often leave the mind and
soul untransfonned, while earthquakes do little
more than cause panic and bewilderment. The
seed of the Reformation was planted in the
fifteenth century, by those who least foresaw the
harvest in which it would result Gaxton and
Golet, Columbus and Erasmus, all in their
different ways generated the new life; and the
century which gave them birth marks the transi-
tion from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance, a
womb in which all that was to be born in the
ages to come was seething and moving.

That new body of thought and feeling came
forth into a world that was torn and desperate;
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